
Topic: History

What are we learning about?
Significant People/ Places

King Offa (c730-796) King of Mercia, and of most of England in the mid-

8th Century. Historians regard him as the most powerful Anglo-Saxon 

king until Alfred the Great.

Augustine of Canterbury was a Christian missionary sent from Rome to 

convert people from Anglo-Saxon paganism to Christianity. He was 

considered to be responsible for the widespread adoption of the 

Christian faith throughout England

What can I do at home?

Use the link to discover more interesting facts about the Anglo Saxons. 

Find out what food they ate.

What weapons did they have? 

Lindisfarne
A monastery in northern 
England where Vikings first 
landed and attacked from 
Scandinavia

Sticky Knowledge

The Anglo-Saxons were under constant 

attack from Vikings who travelled from 

Scandinavia and invaded towns and 

villages in Wales, Scotland, England and 

the Isle of Man, finally conquering York 

(Jorvik) in 866.

King Alfred the Great (849-899) 

Fought the Vikings and defeated them 

in the Battle of Edington (878) and 

thus made an agreement with them 

(Danelaw). He was known for 

improving the standard of living, legal 

and military systems as well as 

education

Key Vocabulary

Bayeux Tapestry 70m long embroidered cloth depicting the events leading up to the Norman conquest. 

Beowolf An Old English epic story consisting of 3182 alliterative lines written in c975-1010.

Picts Tribes originally from Scotland who were ‘foul’ and had a ‘lust for blood’

Scots People from Ireland, who, like the Picts, were fierce and powerful fighters.

Pagan A religion that involves worshipping many gods and goddesses.

Missionary A person from a religion sent to spread the faith

Texts we are reading for pleasure and knowledge:  

The last Roman soldiers left Britain by AD410. New people came to Britain in ships across 
the North Sea – the Anglo-Saxons. The Anglo-Saxon age in Britain was from around AD410 to 
1066.
The Anglo-Saxons were never called ‘Anglo-Saxons’ in their own time. This is a modern phrase.
The Anglo-Saxons were a mix of tribes from Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands.

Anglo Saxons and Scots



Prior Knowledge Questions Start of topic End of topic

1. What is the Bayeux 
Tapestry?

2.Where did the Saxons 
come from?

3. Who were the Scots?

4. What material did the 
Anglo Saxons make things 
mostly from?
A - Metal
B - Wood
C - Plastic

5. What does the word 
‘invader’ mean?


