
History Knowledge Organiser – Fire! Fire!

What will we learn?

Events beyond the living memory

Session 1 – What was the Great Fire of London? When and where did the Great Fire happen? 

Session 2 – What was London like before the Great Fire? How were houses different then?

Session 3 –What were the events of the Great Fire of London? 

Significant historical people 

Session 4-Who was Samuel Pepys and why is he a significant person? How do we know what 

happened? 

Session 5- How did the Great Fire change London?

What could I do at home?
Make your own 2D/3D Tudor house using materials of 

your choice. 

Make a poster to promote fire safety. 

Write/word process a diary entry from an eye witness 

experiencing the Great Fire of London describing what 

happened to them during the fire. Start from Sunday 

morning 2nd September 1666 and finish on Thursday 

6th September. 

Timeline of events 

Key Vocabulary

bakery eye witness Samuel Pepys London

A shop where 

cakes and bread 

are made.

A person who 

has seen 

something and

can give a 

description of it.

A famous man 

who wrote a diary 

about the fire.

London is the 

capital city of 

England

and the UK.

Books that we are reading for pleasure or knowledge…

2nd September 1666 A fire starts in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane in the middle 
of the night. The fire probably came from the oven. 

2nd September 1666 Samuel Pepys wakes up and finds out that the fire had already burnt 
down 300 houses!

3rd September 1666 The firemen try to put the fire out by using leather buckets of water and 
then pulling down houses with fire hooks. They hope this will make a fire 
break but the fire keeps spreading.

4th September 1666 St Paul’s Cathedral burns down. 

6th September 1666 The Fire of London finally stops but many people are left homeless 
because their houses are burnt down. 


