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CFSA Writing Curriculum Overview
The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed of two dimensions 

and it is essential that pupils develop in both areas to become fluent and effective writers:

• Transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

• Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing 

Our Intent

At CFSA, we want our children to become confident, engaged and lively authors so that they

can confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions through their writing. We

want pupils to acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and spelling and to

be able to spell and use new words in their everyday lives. We aspire for them to be able to

manipulate grammar and punctuation skills in order to write clearly, accurately and coherently,

adapting styles for a range of audiences and purposes. We believe that all good writers refine

and edit their writing over time, identifying their own areas for improvement as part of the

writing process. We believe all pupils should be able to communicate their knowledge,

emotions and interests through their writing, and as such, we recognise writing as a multi-

dimensional skill, that is gradually acquired over years of explicit instruction and practice.



Curriculum Implementation

Writing in English and across the curriculum is underpinned by a rich variety of

stimuli such as books, videos, extracts and experiences. Within a unit of work,

teachers provide opportunities for children to be immersed into a text type, create a

shared piece of writing and discuss language, before moving onto the independent

and refining stages. English lessons begin with an opportunity to retrieve, teach or

consolidate grammatical structures (using the Jason Wade Rainbow Grammar

approach) before a sequence of lessons that build upon prior knowledge linked to

the main learning intention. After the children have been immersed in a text type

and had writing structures and vocabulary modelled to them by the teacher, the

children move onto drafting their own writing. Once the draft is complete, teachers

will mark the work without giving deliberate prompts, which teaches the children the

art of self-improvement and develops their independence. The children are then

given the opportunity to edit their writing. We believe that drafting and editing is an

integral process of writing and is taught explicitly across the school and used for

independent writing.

‘A culture that 

fuels the learning 

process, 

embraces the joy 

of it, celebrates 

challenge and 

excellence, 

rewards effort and 

persistence.’

Tom Sherrington



Implementation Continued:
Implementation:

Writing in English and across the curriculum is underpinned by a rich variety of stimuli such as books, videos, extracts

and experiences. Within a unit of work, teachers provide opportunities for children to be immersed into a text type, create

a shared piece of writing and discuss language, before moving onto the independent and refining stages. English

lessons begin with an opportunity to retrieve, teach or consolidate grammatical structures (using the Jason Wade

Rainbow Grammar approach) before a sequence of lessons that build upon prior knowledge linked to the main learning

intention. After the children have been immersed in a text type and had writing structures and vocabulary modelled to

them by the teacher, the children move onto drafting their own writing. Once the draft is complete, teachers will mark the

work without giving deliberate prompts, which teaches the children the art of self-improvement and develops their

independence. The children are then given the opportunity to edit their writing. We believe that drafting and editing is an

integral process of writing and is taught explicitly across the school and used for independent writing.

In EYFS, the children will be exposed to lessons following the Pie Corbett Talk4Writing approach, which is inspired by

high quality texts and aligns perfectly with our commitment to always keeping language development and live teacher

modelling at the heart of our EYFS writing lessons. The framework will teach children to imitate language orally, before

reading and analysing it in order to write their own version. At least once a half-term, a Jane Considine unit will be

used to teach writing in KS1 and sometimes twice in KS2, when and where appropriate This enables the teachers to

make creative choices about a stimulus and allow the children the opportunity to write cross-curricular or though their

topic, responsive to the children’s interests. Teachers will use this writing document to decide which text/ video/ poem or

exert from a book they have selected to inspire their writing lessons alongside the text type that the children will produce

from this.

Here are some of the schemes that we use in order to supplement and enrich our writing curriculum:

‘A culture that 

fuels the learning 

process, 

embraces the joy 

of it, celebrates 

challenge and 

excellence, 

rewards effort and 

persistence.’

Tom Sherrington



Curriculum Impact
Impact:

*Pupils will develop good writing stamina and enjoy writing for a range of genres.

*Pupils will develop a wide vocabulary and demonstrate their ability to make choices 

about language and words.

*All pupils will be able to succeed in writing as tasks will be appropriately scaffolded 

through a learning culture based on trust and challenge. 

*Pupils will enjoy writing and be able to manipulate grammar in order to 

communicate their ideas, emotions and knowledge.



What does a writer at Chellaston Fields look like?

I take pride in how 

I present my 

writing and pay 

attention to detail. 

I am inspired 

by my 

favourite 

authors.  

My passion for 

reading helps me 

to become a great 

writer. 

I am a 

creative 

writer and I 

enjoy using 

my 

imagination. 

I am proud of my 

writing and enjoy 

reading it out 

loud to my 

friends.

I enjoy re-reading 

and improving my 

writing. 



SMSC & Global citizenship:



Equality and Diversity (including BV):
At CFSA, we create an inclusive culture and ethos that promotes high aspirations for all based on the growth mindset model. In addition to this, our

environments enable and promote high standards of literacy and communication as well as a range of opportunities to develop writing skills from

EYFS to Year 6. A key part of ensuring we provide a diverse writing curriculum is making sure we have a richly diverse reading spine to support it.

This is why we have included a range of authors and inspiring writers who represent diverse backgrounds and can help us to challenge stereotypes

in the classroom. Using these texts as stimulus for writing enables our children them to write about different experiences of others outside of their

own culture and community. For example, our children enjoy reading Little People Big Dreams series which commonly include stories of

overcoming hardship and struggle. We are able to take these themes and use writing as a mechanism for our children to show empathy for other

people as well as helping them to see life from a different point of view. Writing also presents the perfect opportunity for children to share their

voice with others and make sure our children’s voices and ideas are represented in our classroom. Another resource we use is ‘Picture News’ to

share a diverse range of stories to inspire our children to write for a purpose whether it be a letter of persuasion to a Member of Parliament or a

letter of gratitude to a modern day hero.



Writing with children with SEND: 
Teaching literacy can be particularly challenging, with the neural, auditory, articulatory, visual and motor skills children with 

SEND can have. We know that early demoralisation in the classroom can have a lifelong impact, so the pressure is on –

children with SEND must be set up with the fair challenge, but also chance, to learn, thrive and have a love for writing.
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Physical literacy:

Our children work together 

to physically demonstrate 

our understanding.

Using our great communication to act out our favourite 

stories and participate in helicopter stories to bring them 

to life and develop our communication, language and 

imagination.

Opportunities to be 

curious outside to 

inspire our writing. 

We are resilient and use 

Dough Disco to strengthen 

our muscles which then 

improves our handwriting.

Stepping into a story with 

NowPressPlay.



Examples of our GROW values across our Writing curriculum

Our children use effective 

sentence stems when thinking like 

authors demonstrating great 

communication.

Our children work 

collaboratively to explore 

ideas and knowledge 

before writing about their 

experiences.

Our children are resilient and 

understand the benefits of 

responding to feedback and 

editing and refining their writing. 

Our children have 

lots of opportunities 

to step into the role 

of a character and 

using this to inspire 

their writing!

Every child’s work is 

celebrated!

We work together 

explore grammar 

and create exciting 

sentences in 

Rainbow 

Grammar.



Early Years
Our children 

demonstrate great 

communication 

using Pie Corbett’s 

‘Talk for Writing’ 

where we orally 

rehearse the 

vocabulary we 

want to use in our 

writing. 

Our children work together to build 

vocabulary and talk about the main 

plot points in a story as part of our 

Jane Considine lessons in 

Summer. 

We are resilient and confident 

when building and 

strengthening our muscles 

through a wide range of mark 

making activities inside and 

outside!

We have lots of opportunities to be 

curious through our provision and our 

children are often inspired to write 

through exciting and engaging activities-

often inspired by a book!

Our children are starting to reflect

upon their learning using their

toolkits and understand what they

need to do next to improve.



KS1
We use chotting (chatty jotting)

to create a vocabulary bank for

everyone to use. We work

together and share our

ambitious vocabulary to make

sure our work is the best it

possibly can be.

In year 2, we are getting more confident in using

Showbie to support us in our spelling lessons and to

help us refer back to working walls, key vocabulary and

sentence stems.

We use our Little Wandle

Letter formation mats to

help us with our letter

formation and our Grow the

Code mats to help us with

our spellings when they are

tricky.

We take pride in our presentation and use

our Jane Considine toolkits to help ensure

we have achieved our success criteria in

our sentence stacking lessons and respond

to feedback.

We always have lots of opportunities to re-

create stories that we have read as part of our

continuous provision or opportunity to explore

task within our environment.

We use Rainbow Grammar to help us

understand the different parts of a

sentence and create great

sentences!



KS2

Our children value the

opportunity to present

their work neatly and

take pride in their work.

We do lots of cross curricular writing that allows

the children to establish a strong purpose for

writing and often work together to bring those

ideas to life!

We use our great communication

to be creative across different

subjects too! They always enjoy

writing the script as much as

performing it!

Our children have lots of hands on

experiences/ trips/ dress up days

linked to history to help them to

build their imagination and step

back in time!

Our children are resilient understand

the importance of editing and

refining their work in response to

feedback. We often use Showbie to

give verbal feedback in KS2.

We use practical and fun ways to explore grammar

and punctuation and create great sentences!



What do pupils say?

I get 10/10 of my 

spelling tests and 

use my sounds 

and syllables to 

spell unfamiliar 

words!

Year 6 pupil

Year 2 pupil

I love our experience

days! They help me

to learn new words

that make my writing

exciting.

We draw pictures

to tell a story!

I like to practice my

neat handwriting and

use it when we do a

big write!

Year 1 pupil

EYFS pupil 

Year 6 pupil

I love learning 

about grammar 

and punctuation 

and editing my 

work to make it 

better.

I enjoy writing 

because I get to 

express my 

imagination

Year 3 pupil



• Spelling Shed – use this site to practise spelling patterns and tricky words - www.spellingshed.com

• Pobble 365 – this site is full of inspiring images that can be used a stimulus for writing - www.pobble.com/365

• iTrace – the perfect app for practising handwriting 

• http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm this is great for phonics games and recognition of letter sounds and high frequency words. 

–suitable for children in reception to year 2

• Reading Plus

• http://readingeggs.co.uk/ online reading games and activities for children from 3 to 13

• www.booktrust.org.uk games, activities and book ideas for children of all ages

• http://www.magickeys.com/books/index.html#books free on line books! For all ages

• http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/literacy.htm lots of interactive literacy games and activities. Help with meanings of 

some of the grammatical terms from the new curriculum.

• http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk/school-life/fun-and-games not just literacy! But great for educational games .

• http://www.shakespeareandmore.com Shakespeare

• http://www.worldbookday.com not just for world book day! Lots of lovely ideas and resources linked to different books.

• www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

• www.booksforkeeps.co.uk

• www.literacyshed.com

• https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/library-page

• k/for-home/reading-owl/library-page 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories

Useful websites and Apps:

http://www.spellingshed.com/
http://www.pobble.com/365
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm
http://readingeggs.co.uk/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.magickeys.com/books/index.html#books
http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/literacy.htm
http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk/school-life/fun-and-games
http://www.shakespeareandmore.com/
http://www.worldbookday.com/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.booksforkeeps.co.uk/
http://www.literacyshed.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories

