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Curriculum overview:
Intent

At Chellaston Fields it is our intent for the geography curriculum to inspire our pupils with curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with 
them for the rest of their lives. Geography is essentially about understanding the world we live in. It helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the physical 
and human aspects of geography.

At Chellaston Fields children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. Increasingly using their prior 
knowledge to solve problems and develop the sophistication of Geography by becoming geographers. The geography curriculum enables children to develop knowledge and 
skills that are transferrable to other curriculum areas supporting their knowledge and understanding.

Geography is an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. At Chellaston Fields our intent is to promote the children’s 
interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources, natural and human environments and to increase their knowledge of other cultures. In so doing, they learn 
respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country which is embedded in our GROW values. 

Opportunities will exist for children of all ages to experience learning beyond the classroom. This will allow them to enrich their knowledge by: visiting places they may not 
normally consider, places of geographical interest and conducting geographical surveys within the local area that will contribute to the curriculum vehicle. 

As our school has its own Eco-Team, we encourage children’s commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means. We also 
support the development of a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, computing, investigation and how to present conclusions in the most 
appropriate way.



Curriculum overview:

Implementation

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of background, ability and additional needs, to flourish and achieve their very best.

We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression. This maintains that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and existing knowledge is 
checked at the start of each new topic. This ensures that teaching is informed by the children's starting points and takes account of pupil voice. Lesson content and tasks are designed to 
provide appropriate challenge to all learners, in line with our commitment to inclusion.

It is important that children develop the skills of a geographer by fully immersing them in all areas of the subject. The local area is fully utilised to achieve desired outcomes, with 
opportunities for learning outside the classroom. School trips and fieldwork are provided to give first-hand experiences, which enhances children's understanding of the world beyond their 
locality.

Teachers are provided with additional planning time each half term (in addition to their PPA) to plan their curriculum. As part of this planning process, teachers need to plan the following:
-Differentiated lessons through questioning, outcome, adult support and modified work
-A cycle of lessons for each subject, which carefully plans for progression and depth concentrating on the geographical skills suited to the age group
- Challenge questions for pupils to apply their learning in a philosophical/open manner
- Trips and visiting experts who will enhance the learning experience
- Appropriate curriculum themed home learning tasks which children complete with adults at home 
- A low stakes quiz which is tested regularly to support learners’ ability to block learning and increase space in the working memory 
- A knowledge organiser which outlines knowledge (including vocabulary) all children must master and apply in lessons
- Within each classroom Showbie is used as ‘digital pencil case’ to record work which includes acting, class discussions, podcasts etc. 



Curriculum overview:

Impact
Within geography, we strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning by providing investigative and enquiry based learning 

opportunities. Emphasis is placed on investigative learning opportunities to help children gain a coherent knowledge of understanding of each unit of 

work covered throughout the school.

Our geography curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and 

skills and discreet vocabulary progression also form part of the units of work. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction between 

physical and human processes and how this affects landscapes and environments.

By the time children leave Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy they will:

- Have an excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like.

- Have an excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and

interconnected and how much human and physical environments are interrelated. 

- Have an extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary.

- Be fluent in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and

use effective analytical and presentational techniques.

- Have the ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain

findings.

- Have significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations and representations of the subject matter.



SMSC and Global Citizenship:
Spiritual development Moral development: Social development: Cultural development
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Explore beliefs and experiences; 

respect values; discover oneself 

and the surrounding world; use 

imagination and creativity; reflect 

meaningfully on their own actions 
and the actions of others. 

Recognise right and wrong; 

understand consequences; 

investigate moral and ethical issues, 
offer reasoned views. 

Use social skills in different 

contexts; work well with others; 

resolve conflicts; understand how 
communities work. 

Appreciate cultural influences; 

participate in culture opportunities; 

understand, accept, respect and 
celebrate diversity. 
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Geography supports spiritual 

development by promoting a sense 

of wonder and fascination with the 

physical and human world. An 

understanding of scale is an 

important aspect of Geography and 

how small changes in climate can 

have far reaching consequences. 

Understanding that all life is linked 

together and create the processes 

that make Earth the only known 

inhabited planet.

Geography supports moral 

development by looking at a range of 

moral issues such how the 

development of cites have put 

pressure on wildlife. We cover moral 

issues of an ever increasing 

population and the different 

approaches taken by countries to 

tackle the problem. We explore 

issues of poverty and the moral 

dilemma of importing food and the 

consequences of it on global 

warming.

Geography supports social 

development because social 

issues are common themes within 

geography. Children discuss 

issues such as global warming 

with an emphasis on how they can 

make a difference by making 

small changes to their lifestyles.

Geography supports cultural 

development by helping children to 

understanding different cultures in our 

country and beyond. Through 

geography children look at how 

different cultures and beliefs can 

impact on the environment and human 

issues. Children look at different 

places such as and are introduced to 

their customs and traditions allowing 

pupils to develop their humility and an 

understanding of the world as a global 
community.



British Values & Global Citizenship

We understand that Geography presents a powerful driver for teaching our children about British Values. We ask our children to debate 
about changes to urban environments and within this our students learn about the causes and consequences of social disharmony and 
poverty issues. Also the evaluation of the success of development projects and urban regeneration schemes, such as the Olympic Park in 
Stratford, allows students to appreciate ethical issues of race and poverty. 

Globalisation, as part of our Global Citizenship themes, has many challenges and students are taught to be open minded and not UK centric 
allowing them to appreciate alternative viewpoints and investigate the winners and losers of the our world becoming smaller through the 
growth of technology and the internet. 

All children must be aware of global climate change and their role in it; this topic brings about a variety of ethical issues about our life style 
and the choices we make. Our responsibility to the planet and the struggle of many poor communities to cope with what the richer world 
have brought upon them. 

We also want our learners to contribute positively to life in Modern Britain and be aware of global issues e.g. Ebola, Famine etc. and for 
them to ask - what we can do to help? Geography is on display every day in the news and therefore our teachers use current issues to help 
the students understand in a geographical context the complexities of the modern world. Using up to date examples and looking at them 
whilst remembering our global responsibilities can teach students how we can contribute to a modern Britain as well as be part of the larger 
global community. 



What a successful Geographer looks like:

.

To develop a 
love of 

geography

Developing useful, real-
world skills such as map 
reading, orienteering, 

observing and reflecting Compare and contrast 
human and physical 

geography in different 
areas of the world

Be open minded to 
different cultures, politics 
and ways of living around 

the world

Be creative and enjoy problem-
solving by being able to 

communicate with a diverse 
audience and apply practical 

analytical and technical skills in a 
range of settings



Equality and Diversity (including BV):

An inclusive classroom is a way of thinking that creates a learning environment appropriate for all. Here at Chellaston Fields students are encouraged to 
cooperate with, and support, each other and geographical learning is seen as a common enterprise.

We believe the role fieldwork plays in facilitating social inclusion in our geography lessons is vital and intrinsic to a good geographical understanding of 
the world.  Students from socially deprived areas have a lot to gain from the opportunity to experience different environment. Fieldwork is a potentially 
emancipatory experience for some students and provides them with valuable opportunities to experience an environment at first hand

At Chellaston Fields we teach inclusive geography because we want to make a difference to learners. In our geography lessons we can help to break 
down barriers and reduce ignorance and prejudice. Both in and out of school life, young people live, interact and work in communities that are diverse in 
terms of cultures, religions or beliefs, ethnicities and social backgrounds. In geography lessons, we can use this diversity as a platform to provide 
meaningful interactions between students. We can encourage learners to explore their own identity, discuss their ideas and address sensitive and 
controversial issues. An inclusive geography classroom should provide a positive teaching and learning environment to promote self-esteem and help 
students to understand and value diversity and challenge assumptions.



Supporting children with SEND: 

To overcome any potential barriers in History, we offer a range of experiences, supports and scaffolds for 

children with SEND, including:

• Using fieldwork and visits to develop pupils’ understanding of different environments. For example Year 5 are 
exploring mountains and will be visiting the Peak District.

• Digital photographs, line drawings and audio descriptions of key locations can be a great supplement to the fieldwork 
experience and this supports our SEND learners.

• Pupils enjoy creating ‘story maps’ (a story to go with a map, or vice versa) to bring an area to life and link geography 
with literacy. This worked well in year 1 when creating treasure maps. Children with SEND enjoyed a hands on 
approach to their learning. 

• Resources that emphasise touch, such as 3D models, help pupils with visual impairments learn about other places,
and sonic or tactile maps are available if appropriate.

• Pupils with poor motor control may gain confidence and achieve success through writing/drawing on the computer. 
Each classroom has access to iPads. 

• When writing reports to summarise fieldwork, predictive text can encourage pupils to use a more extensive vocabulary 
and attempt ‘difficult’ spellings. It can be enhanced by using subject-specific dictionaries. 



GROW values in the classroom

Early Years

To be successful in Early Years 
the children have great 

communication skills which is 
modelled by adults 

We encourage our children to be risk 
takers and to adopt a growth mindset 
to build on resilience. Threading skills 
when making fruit baskets was a real 
challenge. The children read Handa’s 

Surprise and learnt about African 
culture.

The children have lots of 
opportunities to be curious by 

having deliberate learning 
environments enhanced through 

continuous provision in the 
classroom for child led enquiry. 

The children use Development 

Matters to support their 

understanding of the world around 

them and this is strengthened 

through key reading texts and 

simple class discussions. The 

children work together to share 

ideas and create collaborative 

displays to share their learning 

such as Peru from Paddington 

Bear.



GROW values in the classroom

KS1

We encourage our children to be risk 
takers and to adopt a growth mindset 
to build on resilience.  The children do 
this in geography through writing any 

of their observations of a changing 
environment.

The children have lots of 
opportunities to be curious by 

having deliberate learning 
environments enhanced through 

continuous provision in the 
classroom for child led enquiry. 

In KS1 the children have also enjoyed 
fieldwork when exploring our school field 

and had to communicate to each other 
how to use a map.

The children often involve 
their parents in their learning 

and share what they have 
been learning about it class 

and use Showbie to 
document their work. This is 
used as a great tool to talk 

about their work.  



GROW values in the classroom

KS2 A key part of the children’s learning is to be able to 
communicate effectively. At Chellaston Fields we 
model how to present ideas through videos, 
podcasts, hot seating and Keynote presentations to 
name a few.

Our children love to work collaboratively when 
researching new topics to share ideas and build 

on enquiries. The children created their own 
desert biomes in jars as part of their research.

In KS2 the children enjoy opportunities to be 
curious about what it was like to live in a 

different country and experience different 
cultures.

When orienteering around the local environment, the 
children showed great resilience skills when navigating 

around obstacles.



Examples of Physical Literacy in our Geography curriculum

EYFS

The children have 
been litter picking 

showing an 
awareness of the 

environment.

Learning walks to 
explore the local 

environment.

Manipulating and 
playing with small world 

toys to build farms, 
coasts, mountain ranges 

and maps of the local 
area.



Examples of Physical Literacy in our Geography curriculum

KS1 and KS2

The children learnt how to 
navigate around obstacles as 

part of their orienteering work 
in KS2. They had to find the 

shortest route possible.

The children in Year 1 
have been on local 

walks to explore their 
environment as part of 
their fieldwork studies.

They used scissors to 
cut leaves from trees 

and carried pine cones 
back to create displays 

in their classrooms.



What do pupils say about Geography?



How could I support my child at home in 

KS1 and EYFS
•Encourage your child to observe the world around them. On a walk talk about how some houses and 
buildings look older than others

•Talk about the rooms in your home. Where are they? What is your favourite room and why?

•Look at the different types of homes in your area. What are they like? Is there a garden? What is in the 
garden?

•Talk about your route to school or the shops. What do you see on the way? Can you draw what you see? Can 
you draw a simple may? 

•Observe the different weather each day. Keep a diary. Observe the changes in weather over the year and talk 
about the different seasons. What clothes do you wear when it is hot or when it is cold? Make a collage from 
clothes magazines. 

•Look at a map of the UK- where you do live? Have you lived anywhere else? •Look at a map of the world. 
Where have you been on holiday? Stick a pin in to track your footprint. 



How could I support my child at home in 

KS2
• Visit the BBC Bitesize website - They have a wonderful range of topics that we 
teach in school. You can watch interesting video clips and listen to sound clips. 
There are brilliant and informative fact files that will enhance you knowledge of 
you year group topic. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk3nscw

• Visit the National Geographic Kids for the most amazing videos and facts about 
our wonderful world, along with fun competitions, games and more! 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/ 

• Take a quiz! How many points can you score? 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/geography/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk3nscw
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/geography/


Useful websites and Apps:

Planet Geo 

Geo Flags 
Academy

Ordnance 
Survey App

WWF App

Websites:

https://www.ordnancesur
vey.co.uk

https://www.nationaltrus
t.org.uk

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bit
esize/subjects/z2f3cdm

https://classroom.thenati
onal.academy/subjects-
by-key-stage/key-stage-
2/subjects/geography

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z2f3cdm

