
 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER– 8th October 2021 

Back together again! After the last few weeks back in bubbles it’s been great this week being able to have the 
whole school together. In particular we have enjoyed playing together outside. It’s so lovely watching our  
older children interact with our younger children and this leads to some gorgeous interactions such as today 
when some of year 5 children spontaneously taught children in Reception and Year 1 how to play Jenga! 

This week we loved welcoming parents into school for our breakfast with a book events. Huge thank you to 
Mrs Leedell in the kitchen for coming in early each day to provide the yummy breakfast food. Thank you also 
to the teachers for their hard work getting this event up and running.  

School has been buzzing with activity as you’ll see from the pictures below. One of my favourite parts of the 
week is listening to the children in their music lessons, their progression is amazing! We have been keeping 
the children active in other ways too. Year 5 are loving their weekly swimming lesson and all years love having  
their PE lessons with our resident sports coach Mr Golding. 

We have also enjoyed coming together for assemblies. During October we are celebrating Black History 
month by learning about a different inspirational person each week. We think about how they have changed 
the world for the better and also consider which of our GROW values they demonstrate.   

In our Picture News assembly we also consider topical news stories and practice our oracy and debating skills 
to express and  share different opinions.  Our children’s eloquence and caring attitudes are really something 
to be proud of! 

Have a great weekend 

Mrs Tunney 

Maths mastery 

Wonderful writers 

Nature artists &  creators 



 

STAFFING 

You may see a couple of new faces around school. Last week we welcomed our new Apprentice TA, Miss Cook and 

also Mr Handy who is our Associate Vice Principal from the Trust Central team. Mr Handy is working across all the 

new schools in the Trust to add some leadership support and capacity as we grow. 

CLASS DOJO 

Building positive relationships is central to our approach and as such we want to share 

what we are up to and  celebrate our children’s achievements. Class Dojo is a wonderful 

tool that allows us to do this  quickly and easily and it ’s also a great way to exchange      

information.  

Here are some simple guidelines to clarify how to use Class Dojo: 

 Do message  us if you want to share something positive from home or congratulate your child  on something 

they have done in school. These are our favourite type of messages! 

 Do message if you have a small query or want to find out something simple. 

 You can message to ask the teacher if you could arrange a meeting or a phone call. Please don’t use Class 

Dojo to  write messages about any urgent or serious issues. We would much rather arrange to talk to you 

about these. 

 You can use Class Dojo for any day to day general communication, for example ‘Sam has lost his reading    

diary, please can you help him find it?; 

 Do message if your child has any minor worries, for example, Jo didn’t quite understand fractions, please can 

you speak to her about it?’ 

 Please don’t message your class teacher to notify them about absences or illnesses. This should be done by 

informing the office. 

 Please keep messages respectful and polite.  

We will always endeavour to answer as quickly as possible. However, please bear in mind that school life can be 

incredibly busy and whilst every effort will be made to reply or acknowledge messages there may be a slight delay 

as we are busy teaching and looking after the children. Please also understand that there are often meetings after 

school so teachers may not always be able to respond straight away then. We will always try our best to respond as 

soon as we can within school hours. 

SAFEGUARDING  

It’s really important to us that our children feel safe and happy in school and we are      

continually reflecting on how to ensure this. We also want to keep our children safe when 

they are out and about or online. Online safety is a huge issue for children these days and 

an area that can be difficult for parents and educators to deal with as it changes and 

moves on so  quickly. The Net Aware website is a great resources for parents to keep up to 

date. As  always we are here to support you so please get in touch if you do have any    

concerns. 

We know that the children are often more knowledgeable than us about life online so we 

are harnessing this by joining in with the i-vengers project. We are recruiting Year 5 chil-

dren to be our i-vengers. This will include training and some missions to complete to help 

keep everyone safe online. Watch this space to find out who they are and what their first 

mission is. 



 

HEALTHY FOOD 

Whether squeezing it in before the school run in the morning or before bed on busy 

midweek evenings, preparing your child’s lunchbox can seem like just another job 

on the list. 

School meals are a great choice, but if you do make a packed lunch for your child then 

the  https://www.nhs.uk/change4life website has got a range of quick, easy, healthy 

lunchbox ideas. 

For our children in Reception, Year 1 and 2 we provide fruit or vegetables as a snack so 

there is no need to send any snack food in for these children. If you do wish to send a snack in for your child please 

stick to fruit or  vegetables to encourage the children to develop healthy eating habits and supports us to follow 

the DfE Food in Schools  Standards.  

Please also only send in water for drinking. Juice and squash are not as good for our teeth and leads to very sticky 

messes when it gets spilt—which happens a lot! 

 KEY DATES COMING UP 

 Monday 11th October: Flu immunisations 

(see details for consent at the end of this 

letter) 

 Monday 11th October Pyjama Day for 

Year 2  

 Wednesday 13th October: Harvest Festi-

val Assembly for all children. Please send 

in donations from Monday 

 Thursday 21st October Stay and Play for 

Reception 

 Thursday 21st October Halloween         

activities, children can dress up or         

accessorise spookily. 

 Friday 22nd INSET day. School closed to 

children. 

DROP OFF AND COLLECTION 

At the end of this newsletter there is a poster from our local police about supporting us to keep the 

roads around school as safe as possible. If you do drive to school please park in Aldi, think of it as park 

and stride—a way to get a few more steps in each day! 

We open our doors at 8:45 and aim to have everyone in by 8:50 so we can start our first learning activity 

of the morning. Please ensure children in Reception, Year 1 and 2 handed over to an adult. Y5 children 

will return to lining up on the playground so an adult can take them in to class at 8:45. Collection at the 

end of the day is at 3:30. 

UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT 

An important life skill for our children to learn is 

how to look after their own equipment and        

belongings. After a year of not getting changed for 

PE in school our children are out of practice so we 

are having a higher number of items getting mis-

laid than usual. Please support us to reduce this by  

ensuring your child’s name is marked clearly on 

clothes and  belongings; it’s much easer to reunite 

items to owners if we can clearly see who they  

belong to. 

& BE KIND 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life


FLU IMMUNISATIONS 

The immunisation team are due in school on Monday. Don’t forget to give consent for your child as they 

can’t receive an immunisation without it. If you think your child may need additional support with this 

please let us know. 

WELLBEING 

This is a huge focus for us. We have a variety of different strands 

we use to improve wellbeing for our children including regular 

mindful moments, Yoga bugs sessions, emotion check-ins and   

regular opportunities for children to express how they feel. 

We also have Ms Woolley our wellbeing lead and Thrive            

practitioner. If you have any concerns please do get in touch so we 

can support you. 

This weekend is World Mental Health day so a good time  to focus on 

self care.  Take some time this weekend to  do something that makes 

you feel good. We all deserve that :)  

 




